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in the team. Still rigidly apportioning the day's
work, he speedily mastered the minutiae of
regimental administration. In his first year he
reorganised the regimental canteen system ;
within three years he was appointed adjutant of
his regiment, and simultaneously made his first
adventure in authorship - a short and quite
common-place brochure on explosives and demo-
litions, written, at first, solely for regimental use,
but published in 1891. He devoted part of each
day to the study of French and German. He spent
his leave in India in tours round the remote
frontiers of Khelat and Baluchistan, and later,
when he could obtain leave to Europe, in visits to
Germany and France to study the armies of those
countries. From one of these trips he wrote an
account of his opinions to Sir Evelyn Wood, which
so impressed that officer, then in high office, that
it led to Haig's first Staff appointment as A.D.C.
to the Inspector-General of Cavalry in England,
But his ambition, now fully awakened, saw no
scope either as A.D.C. or in regimental soldiering.
There were at this time only two methods of ad-
vancement in the Army - active service or the
Staff College. At the moment, Great Britain was
enjoying one of the brief interludes of peace from
" small wars," that during the latter half of the
nineteenth century succeeded one another with
almost the regularity of the monsoon. Perforce,
Haig turned his attention to the Staff College,
and set himself to the task of success in the com-
petitive entrance examination. He was rejected,